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Nancy Schutt

Artist Statement
“Painting a dog or anything else is more than portrayal; it is creating a color composition that must work on its own apart from accuracy of depiction. It doesn’t matter if it is of a dog, or a person, or a flower, or abstract. For a composition to work, it must not only capture the essence of the subject, but also be arresting, harmonic, and emotional. It must have a balance of tension and restfulness. The colors must enhance each other like the various instruments in a musical composition work together to build a song. There is no formula, each painting has its own unique solutions.
When I am painting, the dogs are design elements. The rest of the time, dogs are comedic, inspirational, beautiful, and fun-- and this they bring to the canvas. I try to extend that “aliveness” to the dance of the colors and shapes so that the painting itself has a heartbeat. And if it ends up being a tribute to dogs, well, they deserve it.”

-Nancy Schutt, 2009
Artist Biography

Nancy Schutt holds a BFA from Colorado State University and an MFA from the University of Oregon, with a specialization in printmaking.  Nancy Schutt has been a courtroom artist, a drawing instructor, and a General Contractor. She now lives in Seattle, WA and works in a studio she built using hammers and nails, in her backyard.

Nancy was featured on the PBS special Pets: Part of the Family, hosted by Gary Burghoff (Radar from M*A*S*H), and KING5 television's Evening Magazine. She has been featured in Seattle Magazine (Seattle's Best Bets), City Dog magazine, and Dog's Life magazine in Australia. 

