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Sammy the Doggie DaVinci

Sammy's Story
narrated by Mary Stadelbacher 

Sadly Kayne was not able to go on to partner with a mobility challenged individual, but when one door closes, many times another opens. Kayne's new K-9 bud, Sammy, a rescued pupper who came from the Dorchester County Humane Society, has boldly stepped forward to take Kayne's place. While Sammy's only been training a bit over a year, he's extremely eager to please and has excelled at his Service Dog training. He is very much looking forward to partnering with a mobility challenged individual from our military's finest so that he can courageously assist them in their new hurdles in life.

Sammy (or Samuel as he's more formally known as) was originally brought to Shore Service Dogs to be custom trained to help a local wheelchair bound woman that was diagnosed with Guillain-Barre Syndrome. Initially we had searched the Wicomico County Humane Society and had found a beautiful Rottweiler girl that passed all her initial temperament evaluation tests with flying colors. Unfortunately for us (but happily for her) she had already been set aside to be adopted by another family, so we were unable to acquire her. 
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So it was back to the hunt again and since there were no other qualified candidates at that shelter, we widened our search. After looking at Petfinder.com to see what was available in nearby counties, I saw a likely dog at the Dorchester Humane Society that might have been what we were looking for. Unfortunately, the day I was to drive over to the shelter, Murphy's Law kicked in and I wasn't able to make it so I had to send the lady and her husband to check and see if they clicked well with the dog that was there and if so, to put a hold on her. Well... long story short, the girl dog didn't work out but they were so taken with this handsome, friendly boy that they came back with Sammy to have me evaluate him that day. 

I put him through some initial paces to see how he reacted and he seemed like he might make a good candidate but we had to see how his medical evaluation would turn out. So he stayed over that night and the next day he went in and got a full physical. Other than being a bit thin, he passed his health exam well so I said I'd keep him for a couple of days to see how his temperament turned out to be. That night I found out why he probably was dumped twice at the pound, the boy could whine and howl up quite the storm. He even sounded like a hyena at one point. Needless to say neither of us got much sleep!
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Sammy the Doggie DaVinci

The next day we worked on checking out his obedience and focusing. He did pretty well although he was quite the chatty boy. He had a huge range of vocalizations almost as if he was trying to talk to me. It was actually pretty funny to hear what came out of him... although as a Service Dog it was critical that he learn how to be quiet at all times unless given a command to bark. I could see that he had huge potential but that he also had a big hurdle to overcome with his anxieties and vocalizations. But none of my Service Dog trainees are "cream of the crop". They all come with some form of baggage from their past lives. My job is to get them beyond that and they've always shown me they could overcome some pretty horrendous pasts. With fairly high hopes of his abilities, I told the lady we'd give him a try.
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	Sammy pulling a drawer open.


So Sammy and I started in on getting him on the road to becoming a Service Dog. A bark collar started to take care of the worst of his howling and we began exercises to teach him self-confidence and self-discipline. And as all my dogs are older than a year, we had a lot of obedience and socialization work to do in addition to starting to learn Service Dog tasks. But Sammy rose to the challenge and made fantastic headway! His whining was going to be a challenge but his aptitude for Service Dog tasks was incredible. I was very impressed with the boy!

Unfortunately, though Sammy was working diligently at learning his new skills, his future partner was not doing as well as he was. Eventually it became very obvious that she would be unable to become a Service Dog handler so a decision had to be made as to what Sammy's future would be. Normally I only train a dog specifically for a person and their custom needs rather than cookie cutter train for everyone's generalized needs. Sammy's future was really hanging in the balance. But he'd worked so hard and shown so much progress that there was no way I was going to see him not have a chance to become a full Service Dog. So Sammy was spared that 3rd strike and I kept him on to continue his education even though he didn't have a partner lined up and had no funds coming in to pay for his training, care, and equipment. But if he continues along the way he's been doing, I have no doubts he'll make a fantastic Service Dog for someone who is worthy of such a courageous and amazing boy. His videos tell the tale of a constantly wagging tail that shows he's enjoying ever minute of learning and helping others!
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Sammy the Doggie DaVinci

Sammy has made tremendous strides from a very difficult and uncertain beginning but as talented as he is, he needs help in attaining his goal. Someone that can make it happen by becoming one of his Sponsors and assisting with his food, vet and toy costs (he's not all business, he does enjoy destroying a good squeak toy). He also needs to take his advanced certification exams, get specialized harnesses, go on field trips to restaurants, learn how to ride in airplanes, be quiet in a movie theater, behave in a hotel, etc. etc. etc. There’s just so much to learn and it can all get so expensive! But he's going to keep working very hard to reach his goal and we hope that kind people will help him along the way. Could you be one of them? 

Your generosity of any amount would make a world of difference in assisting him and all the dogs at SSD in becoming accomplished Service and Therapy Dogs. If you can help by volunteering to raise funds, please contact SSD's trainer at info@ShoreServiceDogs.com or consider donating just a couple of dollars even. Every little bit adds up to helping Sammy reach his goal of aiding an injured hero with their personal battle to regain freedom and independence!
